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Kalamazoo County Urges Continued Mosquito Precautions
Through the Fall

KALAMAZOO, Mich. - The Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services Department is urging
residents to take steps to prevent mosquito bites as mosquito activity is increasing throughout the
state and County. Mosquitoes can spread illnesses such as West Nile Virus, Eastern Equine
Encephalitis (EEE), and Jamestown Canyon Virus.

Environmental Health Division staff continue to perform mosquito surveillance as well as monitor
human and animal cases of mosquito-borne illnesses throughout Kalamazoo County and the
state. So farin 2026, 3 Kalamazoo County birds have been confirmed positive for West Nile Virus.

Recent human cases elsewhere in Michigan also underscore the importance of continued
precautions. A Roscommon County resident was confirmed as Michigan’s first human case of
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) since 2021, and the Detroit Health Department confirmed a
human case of West Nile Virus on September 4.

“Mosquitoes continue to be a threat in our area until the first hard frost. Continuing to protect
yourself, whether at a nighttime sporting event or around the campfire, is key to preventing
possible illnesses from these insects,” said Lucus Pols, Environmental Health Division Manager for
the Health & Community Services Department.

How to Prevent Mosquito Bites
The most effective way to avoid diseases from mosquitoes is to prevent mosquito bites:

o UselInsect Repellents: Apply Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered insect
repellents containing DEET, Picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eucalyptus, p-Menthane-3,8-
diol (pmd), and 2-undecanone. Read labels before applying.

o Wear Protective Clothing: Wear loose-fitting, long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and socks
treated with 0.5% permethrin to minimize skin exposure to mosquitoes.

e Limit Outdoor Time During Peak Mosquito Hours: Mosquitoes are most active from dusk
to dawn.

o Eliminate Standing Water: Drain and rid areas that hold water, such as plant pots, tires,
clogged gutters, and bird baths. Standing water can serve as a breeding ground for
mosquitoes.

e Screen Windows and Doors: Ensure windows and doors are equipped with screens to
prevent mosquitoes from entering indoor spaces.

For more information on mosquito-borne illnesses, including sighs and symptoms of disease, visit:
michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/mosquitoes
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