HHW REPORTER

2ND QUARTER 2026
NEWS AND PARTICIPATION STATS FROM
THE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE CENTER

2026 Expected
Closures:
August 3-8
(Youth Fair)

September 25
(Street Rod Nationals)

November 3
(Election Day)

November 11
(Veteran’s Day)

November 26 - 27

(Thanksgiving Break)

December 24 - 25
(Christmas Break)

Dec31-Jan1l
(New Year’s)

REMAINING 2026
SATURDAY COLLECTIONS
8:00am-12:00pm
October 10
November 14

December 12

The Household Hazardous Waste Center Always Tries to
Find the Solution for You!

The HHW Center has an extensive list of items we accept:

pesticides, aerosols, gasoline, oil and filters, almost any kind of
battery...the list can be found at kalcounty.gov/hhw. If you ever
have a question about an item, you can always call or send an
email to hhwcenter@kalcounty.gov. We also wanted to take a
moment and discuss those harder to recycle items which can
sometimes cause frustration.

In addition to the items we accept, on our website we have a list
of items we do not accept and places that may take the item. We
encourage calling the recommended location before going to
check for current hours of operation and fees. We may not take an
item because it does not meet the definition of “hazardous” or
because it is cost prohibitive.

ltems we are hearing about more frequently are nitrous oxide
cylinders. Cylinders are a notoriously hard wastestream to recycle
and therefore, expensive. Operating the system that captures the
chemical inside the cylinder requires special permits to ensure
“super pollutants” do not escape to the atmosphere, specialized
training is required for operators and the systems carry a high risk
of fire and explosion.

Nitrous oxide cylinders are purchased by food industries to serve
whipped cream, and it also has medical applications. It is legal to
purchase. However, it is also known for it’s “rapid high” if inhaled.
If not medically administered with oxygen, it can lead to frostbite
of the face, asphyxiation and death. Discarded cylinders,
sometimes called “whippets” are being iRt s NP
left behind in neighborhood yards and  lash s s
hotel rooms. We can only accept
these by special quote.
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Municipality

2nd Quarter Total

Alamo Township

51

Almena Township

29

Antwerp Township

29

Augusta Village

8

Barry County

54

Berrien County

41

Brady Township

45

Charleston Township

34

Climax Village

5

Comstock Township

Cooper Township

Galesburg City

Kalamazoo City

Kalamazoo Township

Oshtemo Township

Parchment City

Pavilion Township

Portage City

Prairie Ronde Township

Richland Township

Richland Village

Ross Township

Schoolcraft Township

Schoolcraft Village

St. Joseph County

Texas Township

Vicksburg Village

Wakeshma Township

Subtotal

Regular HHW Paying Customers

Electronics Paying Customers

Grand Total

Clean Sweep Customers




BILLING PERIOD 4/1/2026 - 6/30/2026

CHEMICAL DISPOSAL COSTS $37,743.95

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING $550.53

TOTAL DISPOSAL BILLING $38,294.48 OPERATIONAL

MUNICIPALITY EQUIVALENTS | PERCENT | DISPOSAL COST

Alamo Township 51 1.35% S515.17 | $ 656.25
Almena Township 29 0.76% $292.94 S  1,131.00
Antwerp Township 29 0.76% $292.94 | S  1,131.00
Augusta Village 8 0.21% $80.81 | S 82.50
Barry County 54 1.42% $545.48 | S 2,106.00
Berrien County 41 1.08% $414.16 [ S 1,599.00
Brady Township 45 1.19% $454.56 | S 798.75
Charleston Township 34 0.90% $34345 | $ 472.50
Climax Village 5 0.13% $50.51 | S 67.50
Comstock Township 356 9.39% $3,596.11 | S 3,840.00
Cooper Township 141 3.72% | $1,42430|S  1,357.50
Galesburg City 14 0.37% $141.42 | S 101.25
Kalamazoo City 713 18.81% | $7,202.31 | S  8,238.75
Kalamazoo Township 267 7.04% $2,697.08| S  3,225.00
Oshtemo Township 275 7.25% | $2,777.89 | S  3,468.75
Parchment City 37 0.98% $373.75 | S 307.50
Pavilion Township 135 3.56% | $1,363.69 | S  1,466.25
Portage City 854 22.53% $8,626.61 | S 9,393.75
Prairie Ronde Township 43 1.13% $434.36 | S 431.25
Richland Township 161 4.25% $1,626.33 | S 2,077.50
Richland Village 20 0.53% $202.03 | S 258.75
Ross Township 80 2.11% $808.11 | $ 907.50
Schoolcraft Township 66 1.74% $666.69 | S 783.75
Schoolcraft Village 11 0.29% S111.12 | S 157.50
St. Joseph County 23 0.61% $232.33 | S 897.00
Texas Township 260 6.86% $2,626.37 | S 3,172.50
Vicksburg Village 20 0.53% $202.03 | S 352.50
Wakeshma Township 19 0.50% $191.93 | $ 101.25
TOTAL 3,791 100% |[S$38,294.48 | S 48,582.75
Total Municipality Cost 2nd Quarter (Disposal plus Operational) S 86,877.23

Total Kalamazoo County Cost 2nd Quarter

$ 194,472.90

Total Municipality Cost YTD (Disposal plus Operational)

$ 149,903.54

Total Kalamazoo County Cost YTD

$ 345,501.80




Omega 0Oil, 1920

A beautiful emerald
green color, Omega
Oil was for external
use only to soothe
muscle aches and
sprains. It contained
oil of wintergreen,
mineral oil and up to
12% chloroform. At
this amount, the
chloroform vapors
could cause
dizziness and

2ND QUARTER COLLECTIONS 2026

ITEM(S)

POUNDS

ELECTRONICS FROM HOMEOWNERS

50,117

ELECTRONICS FROM PAYING CUSTOMERS

477

CHEMICAL WASTE FROM HOMEOWNERS *

39,472

CHEMICAL WASTE FROM PAYING CUSTOMERS *

10,081

ANTIFREEZE

9,850

COPPER WIRE

1,433

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

903

OIL FILTERS

0

PESTICIDES

6,449

RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES

9,639

SCRAP METAL

606

headaches. It is also
absorbed through

| the skin and can
cause confusion,
fatigue and nausea.
It was banned in
1942 by the FDA.

USED MOTOR OIL 32,440
TOTAL POUNDS COLLECTED 161,467

* acids, aerosols, ammunition, bases, batteries (alkaline & lithium), cleaners,
flammable liquids, flares, fluorescent bulbs, mercury, oil-based paint, organic
peroxides, oxidizers, PCB ballasts, poisons/toxics, 1-lb propane cylinders

An Upgrade for the Oil Tank!

Through the County Capital Improvement
Process, we were able to replace the
structure protecting the 800-gallon oil
tank. Protection from the weather is a
requirement of the state. The original
structure (top picture) from 1997 was in
very poor condition.

The new structure (bottom picture) also
extends across the doorways providing
more shelter for staff from wind, rain and
snow. It will also help keep salt away
from the metal thresholds and door
frames preventing more damage.
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