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    Cooper Charter Township 
    1590 West D Avenue 
    Kalamazoo, MI  49009-6321 
    (269) 382-0223 
    www.coopertwp.org 

 

 

Monday thru Friday  
8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Jeff Sorensen ................................................Supervisor/Zoning Terry Emig.............................................................. Fire Chief 
Carol DeHaan ............................................................ Treasurer Brian Klok ...................................................... Asst. Fire Chief 
Bonnie Sytsma ...................................................................Clerk Sue Haines........................................................Deputy Clerk 
Robert Schiedel..............................................................Trustee Kim Kars............................................... Asst. to the Assessor 
DeAnna Janssen............................................................Trustee Julie Muller ...................................................... Building Dept. 
James Frederick.............................................................Trustee Starr Adams......................................... Asst. to the Treasurer 
Brenda Buiskool .............................................................Trustee Renee Laws.............................................................Assessor 
Kevin Cardiff...................................................Building Inspector Ray Roberts.......................... Ordinance Enforcement Officer 

 HOW TO REPORT A STR HOW TO REPORT A STR HOW TO REPORT A STREET LIGHT  EET LIGHT  EET LIGHT  
PROBLEMPROBLEMPROBLEM   

FROM THE TREASURER’S DESKFROM THE TREASURER’S DESKFROM THE TREASURER’S DESK   

Tax bills are mailed July 1st and December 1st of 
each year.  If you don’t receive your tax bill for some 
reason, please call the office and ask that a duplicate 
be sent.  Tax law requires that we mail one copy of 
the tax bill either to the home owner or a mortgage 
company, if requested by same.  Not receiving your 
tax bill does not relieve you, as a property owner, of 
the obligation or paying interest and penalty if appli-
cable. 

 

Township Board: 
2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm 

 
Zoning Board: 

2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 

SCHEDULE OF REGULAR SCHEDULE OF REGULAR SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGSMEETINGSMEETINGS   

BUSINESS HOURSBUSINESS HOURSBUSINESS HOURS   

  

 Memorial Day -  Monday, May 26, 2008 
 Independence Day -       Friday, July 4, 2008 
 Labor Day -   Monday, September 1, 2008 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGSHOLIDAY CLOSINGSHOLIDAY CLOSINGS   

WEBSITE TO REPRESENTATIVESWEBSITE TO REPRESENTATIVESWEBSITE TO REPRESENTATIVES   

 
 

Go to MichiganVotes.org to easily access your 
elected representatives’ entire legislative voting his-
tory.  You can also read brief, plain-English descrip-
tions of all bills and amendments in the Michigan 
Legislature.  You can send your representative a 
comment by email.   You can receive automatic 
email notification when action is taken on bills that 
interest you. 

COOPER TWP NEIGHBORHCOOPER TWP NEIGHBORHCOOPER TWP NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHOOD WATCHOOD WATCH   

The CTNW exist to bring neighbors together for 
safety, friendship, and an improved quality of life.  
To get involved with the Watch or to learn more 
about how you can prevent crime and improve the 
quality of living in your neighborhood go to: 
 

ray@northbridge.cc OR kdpsr6362@aol.com 

If you are having a problem with a street light, please 
follow the procedure below: 
On your computer, go to 
www.consumersenergy.com and click on Report 

Power Outage on the right side of the screen.  Then 
select streetlight problem to get the proper form to 
be filled out.  Fill out the Report a Streetlight Prob-

lem form and submit it online. 
Consumers Power will email you back when the 
streetlight is repaired.  Please be advised that Con-
sumers Energy repairs problems by residential area 
in order to help control their expenses. 



 

1590 WEST D AVENUE 

EAST OF THE TOWNSHIP  

FIRE STATION #1 

 

Styrofoam must be clean 
Saturday drop off dates will be as follows: 
 
June 21, 2008   8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
September 27, 2008  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
January 3, 2009   8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
March 28, 2009   8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Household Hazardous  

Waste Center 

1301 Lamont Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
 

For information about materials accepted and hours, 

call the info HOTLINE at 373-5211. 
The Department of Public Services has received several com-
plaints regarding a company either calling residents or knocking 
on doors requesting to provide water treatment testing in an ef-
fort to sell water treatment devices.  Please be advised this com-
pany is in no way affiliated with or endorsed by the City of 
Kalamazoo Department of Public Services or Cooper Township.  
Please be aware that if the City of Kalamazoo needs to contact 
residents regarding their water, the City does so directly and 
City employees will clearly identify themselves.  City of Kala-
mazoo Public Services employees also carry identification 
badges that residents should request to see it in order to ensure 
the employees are with the City of Kalamazoo. 

JUNK VEHICLESJUNK VEHICLESJUNK VEHICLES   

East of Kalamazoo River 

Starts Wednesday, May 7, 2008 
West of Kalamazoo River 

Starts Wednesday, May 14, 2008 
RULES: 
Objects must be bagged or in containers that will not be 
affected by water or fall apart when handled. Nothing 
heavier than what two men can lift.   
NOTE: 
Areas for pick up are large, therefore it may take 3-4 days 
before pick up in your area is complete. However, have 
items to curbside  by Tuesday evening. Videotaping of 

areas will be made early Wednesday morning. Hauler 

will go down a street only once. 
 

WILL NOT PICK UP: 

Metal or Appliances  Grass, Leaves, Branches 

Garbage   Rocks or Sand 

Concrete     Building Materials  

Toxic Waste   Tires 
 

A limit of 12 containers or bundles will be allowed and 
must be at curbside NO EARLIER THAN 3 P.M. THE 

TUESDAY BEFORE.  Any item not picked up must be 
removed and stored out of sight by the Monday           
following pick up week. Violators will be prosecuted.          

SPRING CURBSIDE PICKUPSPRING CURBSIDE PICKUPSPRING CURBSIDE PICKUP   

Spring always means yard clean up and that often means 
burning those twigs and branches that have fallen. Please 
remember that burn permits are required. Open burn-

ing is only allowed on parcels of 1 acre or more with a 
burning permit. Please call the township at 382-0223 for 
a burn permit.  
Safety Rules for Burning: 
• Have water or bucket & shovel available 
• Burn only if weather permits 
• Burn 50 feet or more from any structure 
• Fire has to be out before dark 
• Do not burn a pile larger than 5’ x 10’ 
• Do not burn by road because of smoke interfering with 

traffic 
• Do not burn rubber, plastic, building materials or gar-

bage 
• Fire must be put out if there are com-

plaints of smoke or odor 
• Fire must be attended at all times 

• Call 911 if  there’s a problem 

BURN PERMITSBURN PERMITSBURN PERMITS   

STYROFOAM  RECYCLING  STYROFOAM  RECYCLING  STYROFOAM  RECYCLING     

Leaf pickup—(for a fee) 
 Leaf Man  -  269-217-9491 
 Wolverine Quality Lawn Service - 342-4008 
Weekly pickup of yard waste -  
 Best Way Disposal - 388-3300 
 Allied Waste Services - 381-2226 
Drop off site - 
 Best Way Transfer Station (Miller Road) - 388-3346 
Call  the above companies to obtain pricing. 

YARD CLEAN UPYARD CLEAN UPYARD CLEAN UP   

HAZARDOUS WASTEHAZARDOUS WASTEHAZARDOUS WASTE   

Call McDonald’s Towing  at 342-0973 to have broken 
down vehicles towed away. 

 METAL RECYCLING METAL RECYCLING METAL RECYCLING   

The Township will not be having a dumpster for metal recycling 
this Spring.  Call Dave Price @ 344-3141 for refrigerators/ 
AC’s and Propane or call Rod  @  377-7957 or 685-4034 and/or 
Dick Johnson @ 694-4444 to pick up metals and appliances for 
free.   

OUTSIDE COMPANY SELLING WATER OUTSIDE COMPANY SELLING WATER OUTSIDE COMPANY SELLING WATER 
TREATMENT DEVICESTREATMENT DEVICESTREATMENT DEVICES   



ELECTION NEWSELECTION NEWSELECTION NEWS   

A consolidated election law that passed  directs all elec-
tions in the state to be conducted by mu-
nicipal clerks. Schools  no longer con-
duct elections. Voters will  vote at the 

same precinct for all elections. 
 

You may request absentee ballots for the 
upcoming elections through the clerk’s 

office. Voters on the permanent absentee voter list will 
automatically receive their applications in the mail. 
 

If you are interested in being an ELECTION 

WORKER, please call the Township office -  382-0223. 
 
Precinct 4 is now at Northbridge Church, 8824 

Douglas Ave. for voting!! 
 

Save this day for some family fun!  Your local fire 
department is planning lots of kid-friendly activities 
including a magic show, arts & crafts, pie eating 
contest, dunk tank, and live band.  A classic car 
show will be held with a dash plaque awarded to 
Best-In-Show.  To sign up call 382-0223/ext. 62.  
Finger printing will be offered by the KCSD.  Kala-
mazoo Office Emergency Management will have 
information on civil defense.  Food provided by 
Walker Concessions.   

BUILDING, MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, 

PLUMBING AND ZONING COMPLIANCE PER-
MITS are required for additions, alterations or physical 
changes to your property.  If you plan to make any physi-
cal changes to your property, please contact our office to 
inquire about required permits.  
 

Note:  Permit fees are doubled if permits are not obtained 
prior to the start of construction.   

COOPER DAY/JUNE 7, 2008COOPER DAY/JUNE 7, 2008COOPER DAY/JUNE 7, 2008   
1590 WEST D AVE. FRO1590 WEST D AVE. FRO1590 WEST D AVE. FROM 10 AM TO 4 PMM 10 AM TO 4 PMM 10 AM TO 4 PM   

ROAD PROJECTSROAD PROJECTSROAD PROJECTS   

1. 14th street-G Avenue to F Avenue-Chip Seal 
2. 14th street-F Avenue to E Avenue-chip seal & HMA 

Spot Wedge 
3. 20th street-Colby street to McKinley Street chip seal 

& HMA Spot Wedge 
4. F Avenue-12th street to 14th street—chip seal 
5. McKinley street-20th street to Riverview Dr.—chip 

seal 
6. Observation-670’ East of Rollridge to Rollridge—

chip seal 
7. Bracket Street-Riverview to Thayer Avenue, and 

Thayer from Bracket to Lindenwood, and Linden-
wood Street to Polaris, Polaris to Hillsight, and Hill-
sight to Thayer 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERSATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERSATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS   

HOMEOWNER’S PRINCIPLHOMEOWNER’S PRINCIPLHOMEOWNER’S PRINCIPLE RESIDENCE E RESIDENCE E RESIDENCE 

If you have recently purchased or constructed a new home 
in Cooper Township and “own and occupy” it as your 
principle residence, you may be eligible to receive the 
“Homeowner’s Principle Residence Exemption” which 
exempts you from a portion of school operating taxes.  
New homeowner’s must occupy the property by May 1, 
2008, to qualify for this exemption for the 2008 Tax Year 
and future years.  If you have already filed a 
“Homeowner’s Principle Residence Exemption” or a 
“Homestead Exemption” affidavit, it is NOT necessary to 
file another form.  If you change the use of your home, 
you must “Rescind” your exemption immediately.  

ASSESSOR’S OFFICEASSESSOR’S OFFICEASSESSOR’S OFFICE   

Our Assessor’s office is continuously reviewing property 
in the Township for new construction, alterations, or other 
changes that may affect property values.  Our goal is to 
assess property at approximately 50% of the actual mar-
ket value.  We conduct on-going sales studies and moni-
tor physical changes to properties in Cooper Township.  If 
you have any questions regarding your property’s as-
sessed value, please call or stop in our office and review 
your property record information.  Our assessor’s office 
hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to      
4:00 p.m. 

LAND DIVISIONSLAND DIVISIONSLAND DIVISIONS   

 

If you plan to divide your property, or a portion of your 
property, you must first get prior approval from Cooper 
Township.  Please contact Jeff Sorensen, Township Su-
pervisor, to discuss your plans and options.  

ATTENTION SENIORSATTENTION SENIORSATTENTION SENIORS   

We want to make sure our seniors are aware that  
Care-A-Van will come to Cooper Township. For  
scheduling information please call:  337-8220 

Meals on Wheels is also available to our seniors.  
Find out more by calling 382-0515. 



       N E W S L E T T E R  -  C O O P E R   C H A R T E R   T O W N S H I P 

   Cooper Charter Township 
 1590 West D Avenue 
 Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-6321 

 269-382-0223 
 www.coopertwp.org   

Spring Curbside Pickup Dates 

Water Treatment Devices 

Road Projects 

Cooper Days 

Seniors Event 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 

SPRING 2008 

COUNTY LEASH LAWCOUNTY LEASH LAWCOUNTY LEASH LAW   

Any dog of any age, licensed or unlicensed, wearing 
a collar or not wearing a collar, is not to run at large 
or go beyond the premises of its owner unless held 
properly on a leash; provided, however, that this sec-
tion does not apply to working dogs such as Service 
Dogs, guard dogs, farm dogs, hunting dogs, and such 
other working dogs which are actively engaged in 
activities for which such dogs are trained and are un-
der the reasonable control of its owner. Please be 
considerate of your neighbors and people out walk-
ing or running. We have numerous complaints. 
Please obey the leash law. 

SENIOR’S CONFERENCESENIOR’S CONFERENCESENIOR’S CONFERENCE   

The Kalamazoo County Consortium along with the 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department and several 
other key community organizations are sponsoring 
the 6th annual Safe, Sound and Secure Conference, 
a free half-day event for seniors on May 15, 2008.  A 
continental breakfast, registration, free blood pres-
sure screening and on-site Medicare Part D assis-
tance begins the day from 8:00—9:00 a.m.  The pro-
gram itself runs from 9:00 a.m. to shortly after noon, 
at which time lunch will be served and the raffle for 
door prizes held.  The conference provides education 
to assist seniors in protecting their health, safety, 
property and rights.  This year’s keynote address will 
be delivered by Mike Cox, Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral.  Six workshops follow the keynote; each partici-
pant will be able to attend two of the six workshops 
offered.  All workshops focus on the steps older 
adults can take to protect themselves and their prop-
erty.  Instructors include experts from the FBI, a lo-
cal human services agency, a local university, the 
Michigan Attorney General’s Office, law enforce-
ment and a local law firm.  Multiple exhibitors as 
well as Medicare Part D assistance will be on hand 
all day to provide information that complements the 
theme of the conference.  Persons interested in at-
tending the conference may register by calling 383-
8933 or by sending an e-mail to safesoundse-

cure@netzero.com prior to May 7th.  Special needs 
transportation is available. 

CURBSIDE RECYCLING DAYS AREAS 

SERVED (EVERY OTHER WEEK) STARTING 

THE WEEK OF 4-28-08   

Monday (Northwest 1/4 of Twp.) North of West D 
Ave. & West of Kalamazoo River.  Tuesday 

(Northeast 1/4  of Twp.) North of East D Ave. & 
East of Kalamazoo River.  Wednesday (Southeast 
1/4 of Twp.) South of East D Ave. & East of Kala-
mazoo River.  Thursday (Southwest 1/4 of Twp.) 
South of West D Ave. & West of Kalamazoo River. 


